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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To know the present printing environment on the side of outputting 
printing data by sending out printing environmental information of the device 
itself to an external device when the data of a prescribed format is sent from 
the external device. 

CONSTITUTION: When printing data from a host computer 2 is received, a CPU 6 
analyzes a control code and a character code, etc., contained in its printing 
data, and expands a printing image to a RAM element 8. Subsequently, by 
transferring the image expanded in the RAM element 8 to an output part 5 by a 
well-known timing, a visible image is formed on recording paper and outputted. 
Also, when prescribed command information for discriminating it from printing 
data from the host computer 2 is received, information for showing the present 
printing environment of a printer 1 is read out of a nonvolatile storage 
element 4, and it is outputted to the host computer 2 through a bidirectional 
interface 3. Accordingly, the printing environment of the printer 1 can be 
known on the host computer 2 side. 
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